[Demonstration of the virus of hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome in the organs of rodents from natural foci of the infection in the USSR and the serodiagnosis of the diseases].
An indirect fluorescent antibody test (IFAT) and an enzyme-immunological test (ELISA) were used for the detection of HFRS virus in organs of rodents from HFRS foci in the USSR. The virus was found in 115 out of 1120 bank voles, 9 out of 92 redbacked voles, and 2 field voles examined. Spontaneous infection-rate of bank voles in population varied from 1.3 to 100% correlating with the epidemiological situation in foci. IFAT and ELISA were successfully used for serodiagnosis of HFRS. Examinations of 335 paired sera from 157 patients by the IFAT demonstrated seroconversion. Retrospective diagnosis and diagnosis of subclinical forms of the disease were also made.